Dossier – One-on-one with JF Camilleri - the head of Disneynature 

"Spectacular movies about the world, for the world." That's how Jean-Francois Camilleri described Disneynature – the newest production banner at The Walt Disney Studios. An 18-year Disney veteran, Camilleri has been promoted to executive vice president and general manager to oversee this new label from its headquarters in France. Camilleri and his team will manage the initiation, development and acquisition of high quality films that showcase the majestic beauty of animals and their environments. "Our main objective is to tell stories," said Camilleri. "That's what we're known for as a studio. We've been doing it for 70 years and now we have a chance to be the best in nature films. Everything from innovation, new technology, narration, music, and even how we market the films, will take us there." "I have seen what our company can do - starting with Walt Disney's 'True-Life Adventures' through our continued support of the environment (from Disney's Animal Kingdom to Disney Channel programming to the Environmental Council) – and I know how much more we're capable of doing." Disneynature will include films from some of the world's most accomplished and prestigious wildlife filmmakers. "Building the script and working with the directors on their vision excites me," said Camilleri. "We'll be bringing incredible stories to people all around the globe, continuing a tradition of exceptional family entertainment." The biggest challenge ahead for Disneynature is a unique and troubling one: "Species are disappearing and soon we won't be able to film them anymore," explained Camilleri. "These films will capture the precious animals in a way no one ever has before." When asked what has been the biggest accomplishment throughout his Disney career (aside from this new role), he replied "I'm proud to be a member of a company with no boundaries. No matter where I am in the world – and Disney is everywhere through globalization – I know this is my company, our company. It's never Disney France or Disney U.S. or anything like that. It's just Disney. And that means a lot." The first Disneynature film to be released domestically – "Earth" – will debut on Earth Day, April 22, 2009. For more information on the newest label at The Walt Disney Studios, please visit www.disney.com/nature (domestic) and www.disneynature.com (international).
